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me on this occasion to be a vice, and returned to Purnea,
leaving the two Moths to follow on and their occupants to be
entertained at breakfast by our hosts of the night before.
"It was interesting to note the state of mind of the natives
at their first sight of these aircraft. It was their first view of an
aeroplane. Fortunately they did not see me when I arrived, as
I kept very low, but at the sight of the aircraft a surging mass
instantly surrounded us. It was due entirely to the Indian
police, who waded in with sticks and staves and cleared a space
round us, that no damage was done by these people, impelled
to touch and finger more by curiosity than by any wish to do
harm. Within ten minutes of landing we were in the midst of
a shouting and gesticulating mob of at least ten thousand
people. The Collector told me that his entire court immediately
emptied itself despite all his protests.
"When Clydesdale landed we had the greatest difficulty in
clearing the ground to give him space, but eventually by
strenuous use of the voices of all those willing to act as human
broadcasters, we managed to get them into line, by which
time their numbers had increased to 18,000 or 20,000. The next
morning when the Puss Moth arrived, there was no difficulty ;
they seemed to understand all about it and lined up with litde
trouble or shouting, the same condition of affairs prevailing
when I took off.
"As a result of this flight it was possible to put all the apparatus
into thoroughly good order for die second attempt on Everest,
thus fulfilling the main object we had set out to accomplish.
We also obtained some excellent cinema photographs.
"It is never any good crying over spilt milk, but were we
so disposed we should undoubtedly have been very mournful
over our bad luck in finding such desperately bad weather
conditions over and near Kangchenjunga. These completely
ruined our chance of getting any photographs of value from a
geographical point of view. It was a remarkable thing on
looking back to realise how quickly the clouds covered Kang-
chenjunga after we had first sighted it. Then it was as clear
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